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Mz. David Ongare fo give his remarks on behalf of Director General-Nema

The Director Compliance and Enforcement Mr. David Ongare gave the apologies of
the Director General of NEMA-Professor Geoffrey AWaht'mgu who was held up due to
logistical reasons butmight-still make it to the function. Mr. Ongare appreciated all

members for finding time to be present’ dunng the public heanng He stated that

details about the power pro_]ect had been pubhshed in- the Kenya Gazette, daily

and rad1o broadcasts He also said that NEMA shared the

Fxred Plant with key stakeholders such as county government of Lamu Kenya

National Comm1sszon for Human Rights among others

'_Mr Ongare informed the'gathering that the pu.rpo'se of the meeting was to get the
views of the public for or against the Pproposed project.. He reiterated that NEMA is

1partial, and welcomes all views on the proposed-,project to arrive at a decision. He
encouraged everybody to give their independent opinions without fear and in a
respectful manner. : ' T : -
The County C'om‘missioner of Lamu aCknovvledged the presence of the area Member
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The County Commissioner of Lamu provided the procedure for making oral or

written submissions in the following order:

1. Those who oppose the proposed project '
2. Those Who support the proposed proj ect
3. Those who have queshons, correct1ons or amendments to the proposed
pro_]ect
4. Lead ageneies
5. The project proponent-Arnu Power to provide cl-ariﬁcation on issues

raised =~ s . : no

The County Commissioner informed ‘the public that those making submissions must

state their names, residence or affiliate organizations or the office that one holds. He
said that there were five phases of making. submlssmns and each phase was

allocated 20 minutes.

. THOSE OPPOSING THE PROPOSED PROJECT

Mzr. Mohamed 'Athman (Representatzve of Amu Water Resource Users

éﬁssocaatmn)

'Ghaiienged the procedure for giving opinions about the proposed project i.e. the

separatton of those oppos1ng and those supportmg the proposed project may cré"’ate
‘ -conﬂzct in the meetmg' ‘He said that he does not oppose nor support the pro;ect but
had a number of issues to raise. He noted that the public consultation process was

o "-‘mot done effecnvely as per EMCA and NEMA regulatlons, the EIA study report did

e
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THOSE SUPPORTING THE PROJECT
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that the approx1mately 629 famllles had been Waltmg for a long t1me (over 2 years)
for the project to start. -His position was that the project would have no negatwe

-impacts on the envu‘onment in light of the proposed m1t1gat10n measure. Noting that

poverty was a major challenge in the area he exhorted those present to strike a

 balance between the environment and development/economy He urged Amu

Power to give priority to locals durmg employment

Francis Kangema-Representing Cit_ril Society Groups;:zin Kilifi County

He noted that despite the fact that the pr'oposed' ‘project shall bring economic
developments in Lamu County, it is good to consider also the negative impacts that it
shall be associated with. He pointed out that the Par;is' Agreement (CQPZI) requires
countries to reduce gree:nhouse,(. gas emissions by 30%. He urged participants to
consider renewable energy such as Wmd instead of coal. He also pointed out that the
National Climate Change Action Plan advocates for the reduction in use of fossils and
that coal is a fossil fuel He said that the Energy Policy promotes use of renewable.
energy. He cited Electrlcny Regulation 2010 No 17 which requires that energy
production should comply with environmental and health safety.

-AVL.A. Mohamed—RepreSentative from Lamu Count'y Gover’nrhent

He handed over a wntten memorandum but oplned that there were several gap*s in

the EIA study report mcludmg baselines on health status of the county. He further

pointed out the need for land ownersh1p issues to be comprehensively addressed.

REPRESENTATIVES OF AMU POWER
ﬂ.l{rned Baj aber-’Dire'c‘:‘t‘or' Bmu Power

He appreczated the earlxer speakers who stressed the need to apply appropnate,

'eohrucal expertlse m deahng W1th complex matters such as those related to the coal

profect He noted that before 1900 ‘Mombasa was an island with farming activities

but how at is :an andustnal town offermg employment and producing finished




Francis Njogu- Managing Director Amu Power

He stated that 23 January, 2015 was the first time he reached the project site~
Kwasasi. ‘He noted that the first question the commumty asked was whether the

project shall have adverse 1mpact on their health, Whether they shall be given.
opportunities and whether they shall be

consideration on employment
compensated.'He repor.ted that baseline studies on water and air were done by SGS
Company and that the records are available. He seid that the proposed project shall
enable more people to use él_ectricity for domestic use since currently only 15% of .
the total population: use. gas and electricity w_hile the rest depend on charceal,
paraffin and fuel wood for domestic use: He reported that the ‘project if implemented
shall lead to reductie'n in greenhouse -gas emissions':" as prOvided by Climate Change
Act, 2016. He noted that as per. estabhshed pracuce 51te for public hearing should be
located where the prOJect shall be 1mp1emented and not Amu or other islands. He
pointed out that the report was translated_ into K15W.ah111 _whﬂe Amu Power. had
engaged educators -’ce'up‘d‘ate residents in ira:'ious isiends on the proposed project in
Kiswahili Language. He reported that Amu Power _- shall . provide empioyment
opportunities to Kwasasi farmers and their- children‘iand that- microfenterpfises'
support shall be pr.ov-.idéc‘i"“to those who ‘shall not qualify for employment

opportunities for other reasons. He requested the community to continue suppoq:éing

| Amu Power till the project becomes operational.

‘ |  Hon.Muthoni Maﬂibu-Nominated',M.C.A |

She ?reported that- the County Assembiy of Lamu has approved the proposed Coal
'T?':'vf"‘Fa.red Power Plant in its entlrety ‘She provided a jusﬁﬁcation for location of the

ﬁi_pIOjeCt at Kwasa51- bemg near the port and avaﬂabxhty of enough land for the

- ,preposed pro;ect

Hon 'u’hus N degwa, M P Lamu West




' . _consolidated and used to gu1de the dec1sxon-

He apprec;ated the pubhc for being patient and hstemng to different opinions about

the proposed project. He expressed surprise at the sentiments made by Francis

Kangema- representative of civil soc1ety groups in Kilifi County and questioned his
interest in the matter owmg to the fact he is from a drfferent count}r He said that the

government cannot support a pro;ect which i 1s harrnful to its people highlighting the

fact that India generates 4000MW of energy from coal and the proposed project shall
only generate IOSOMW He told the pubhc that the Iocal 1eadersh1p shall continue to

support the proposed project as long as it leads to livelihood enhancement of the

hand

Way Forward
The presrdmg officer- asked the consultant for Amu Power to respond to the issues

~ raised. The consultant (Mr Sanjay) prom1sed to address the technical issues and
gaps that were raised durmg the meeting.

1 Mr Ong are was then'asked to. give closing rernarks 'He' stated that this is not the end
of the public engagement exercise and that we Were still open - ‘to recelve
submissions on this pr01edt ‘both at our county office and at the headquarters He
| hanked the pa.rtlclpants and assured them that thexr sentiments would ’Sbe
makmg process

‘A participant (Mr. Chalo) at the forum offered cIosmg prayers and there bemg no

bther business the meeting adgourned at around 1 SGpm

people. He stated that he apprec1ates expert opinion in issues such as the one at .
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